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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on Monday, January 4, 2016 at 7:30 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco Board 

Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

Present:   Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

 

  Also Present:   Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

      Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Absent:   Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

Regular Village Board Meeting 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment of 

silence, so that we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions 

that we make here this evening so that they may benefit all of the people of our 

community.  He asked that we keep in our thoughts and prayers the six (6) American 

Service Men that were killed in Afghanistan, a God forsaken country fighting a war where 

there is no end game.  Their families will suffer now for a lifetime, so they need not only our 

prayers but also our respect. 

 

Informal Interview for the Byram Lake Committee and the CAC 

This item was rescheduled for January 19, 2016. 

 

 

Public Hearing re: Zoning Map Amendment for 369 Lexington Ave. 

 Mayor Cindrich noted for the record that the Board was in receipt of the Affidavit of 

Publication along with the Affidavit of Posting. 

 Mr. Anthony Montelone, Esq. stated that he represents Mr. Robert Pasqual the owner 

of Mount Kisco Supply.  Mr. Montelone reviewed the zoning history of the property for the 

Village Board.  He also gave each Board member a site plan map which indicates the current 

zoning conditions.  He noted that the purpose of the public hearing is to review and take 

comments regarding the proposed change of the zoning line.  The zoning line as it currently 

exists runs right through the middle of the warehouse building.  That warehouse building 

was originally built in 1966 and was issued a building permit and certificate of occupancy at 

that time.  Subsequently, in 1986 an addition was put on to the warehouse, a building 

permit and certificate of occupancy was issued at that time.   

 Mayor Cindrich asked what was the initial occupancy of the building? 

 Mr. Montelone replied that Mount Kisco Supply bought the building in 1962 and it 

was initially used as the Administrative Offices for the Bedford Central School District.   

 Mayor Cindrich asked is that why the zoning didn’t apply to the building? 

 Mr. Montelone replied no it didn’t apply because the part of the building occupied by 

the Bedford Central School District was not past the zoning line.  The warehouse was built in 

1966 and initially went a little bit beyond the zoning line.  Then the addition to the 

warehouse in 1980 went approximately 100 feet beyond the zoning line. 

 Mr. Montelone stated that if you look at the existing zoning lines you’ll see that it 

was just an error in plotting initially.  Because what we are proposing is going to bring that 

zoning line linear with the current zoning line from West Street Extension.   

 Trustee Grunthal asked how far would the zoning line needed to be moved to line up 

with the current zoning line. 

Mr. Montelone replied he thought it was about 100 feet. 

 Mr. Montelone stated that there were three different tax lots.  One is the two-family 

house on Lexington Avenue which will be demolished as part of this site plan and 

subdivision.  The Mount Kisco Supply building is another tax parcel and finally the two 

residential lots that boarder West Street is the third remaining tax parcel.  The entire area 

where the building is located is one tax parcel even though the zoning line currently runs 

through it.   

 Mayor Cindrich asked Mr. Montelone for an executive summary of what the 

application is before the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 Mr. Montelone replied that his client has been before the Zoning Board of Appeals for 

building coverage.  Originally the building coverage was for 79% we are now reducing it to 

75%.   

 Village Attorney Singleton stated if you look at the totality of the site you’ll see that a 

significant portion of the impervious surface in the back is all proposed to be removed.  

However, while that is being removed they are also reducing the zoning of the resulting 

parcel that the building and development coverage will be located on because they are 

trying to create residential lots in the back.  You have some things moving in one direction 

being more compliant and other things moving in another direction being less compliant.  

The applicant has spent a lot of time with the Planning Board and a fairly insignificant 
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amount of time with the Zoning Board of Appeals addressing these issues.  The Planning 

Board is trying to figure out how they can do their duty to the Village to develop residential 

property residentially and commercial property commercially.  In this case you have the 

removal of a residential building in a commercial district and then you have a relocation of a 

zoning district line to make sure that any commercial uses are not only in a commercial 

zone, but that those commercial uses meet the commercial building setbacks and have the 

appropriate screening from a residential neighborhood.  Also that there are significant 

number of parking spaces on the site to support the use, to make sure that there are no 

encroachments into the wetland buffers that run along Lexington Avenue, and that there is 

a permitted use on the residential lots.  We talked about different ways of addressing the 

residential use and the application wanted to create two compliant lots such that when 

those lots are developed they will basically max out on coverage.  The lots do meet the 

minimum zoning requirements and what they have proposed to do, as some degree of 

mitigation to the Village, is they have proposed in connection with their subdivision site plan 

application is to deed restrict those homes to be single family homes as opposed to the 

permitted two family homes that are allowed in the RT6 Zone.  So there are a lot of moving 

pieces here and perhaps the most difficult portion we haven’t even addressed is the width to 

and from the parcel on the north end of the property. 

 Mr. Montelone stated that the Planning Board seems to be receptive to putting a 

traffic control device there for the traffic that will be going in and out of the rear area.  The 

parking on the south side of the lot should be more than sufficient for both Mount Kisco 

Supply and for the Davis and Warshow Showroom.  Also my client did not have to remove 

the two family house, it was a legal non-conforming use.  The Village very much wanted the 

removal of that two family house and it was a major concession by my client and a huge 

income reduction on the part of my client. 

 Village Attorney Singleton stated that the uses that will likely be supported by that 

rear parking area will be fairly limited in nature and will not be a heavy traffic user, it will 

basically be storage or warehouse in the back.  However, according to the code it will be 

slightly insufficient.  The Zoning Board of Appeals has reviewed the application and the issue 

before them is fairly limited, it is a net reduction in coverage.  They indicated their 

willingness to act on the application once the Planning Board has completed SEQRA.  There 

is nothing that the Zoning Board can do at this time because the Planning Board has not 

completed the SEQRA process.   

 Mayor Cindrich asked if there were any comments from the public at this time and 

there were none. 

 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Farber to close the public hearing for an amendment to the Zoning Map of the Village of 

Mount Kisco and leave it open for written comment only until February 1, 2016, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

 

1) Communications:  

a. Letter from Bonnie McLeod re: Vacancy on the Planning Board. 

Mayor Cindrich read the letter from Ms. McLeod dated December 4, 2015.  The 

Village Board scheduled an informal interview with Ms. McLeod for Tuesday, January 19, 

2016 at 7:30 pm. 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports:  

 a. Update from the Mount Kisco Historical Society.  

 Town Historian Harry McCartney presented the Historical Society’s 2015 

Accomplishments and their Planned Activities for 2016. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

a. Christmas Tree Collection Program. 

Village Manager Brancati announced that the Village will provide special Christmas 

tree pick-up service beginning Monday, January 4th through Friday, January 29th for local 

residents.  Please place your tree at the curb in order to facilitate pick-up.  No other items 

will be picked up at curbside.  Christmas Trees will not be collected or removed by Village 

sanitation crews conducting regular household refuse collections.  As part of its recycling 

program the Village will collect these trees and chip them into mulch.  Residents interested 

in obtaining mulch should call the Highway Department at 666-8193, Monday – Friday 7:30 

am to 3:30 pm. 

 

5) Board Reports: 
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Trustee Grunthal reported on the Micro Grid Project.  We have now heard from our 

consultants Booze Allen, they are doing a feasibility study on having a micro grid right here 

in Mount Kisco.  We were one of the lucky communities to actually get a grant of 

$100,000.00 to study the feasibility because what we proposed seemed to have potential.  

We are now at the stage where the consultants have concluded that it will be feasible to 

have a micro grid here in Mount Kisco.  The general area of that micro grid will include 

Northern Westchester Hospital, The Mount Kisco Medical Group and the Boys and Girls Club.  

So that report will be sent to NYSERDA in the next couple of months.  Our consultants have 

been in close contact with Con Edison making sure that they are on board with this project 

and they appear to be supportive.  So let’s hope that we are in line for another grant from 

NYSERDA leading toward a micro grid right here in Mount Kisco.   

 

Trustee Farber thanked Town Historian Harry McCartney and Mount Kisco Historical 

Society President Eva Marshall for their outstanding presentation.  If you are interested in 

becoming an active member of the Historical Society they meet on the first Wednesday of 

each month at 5:00 pm at the Maple Avenue Community Center.  Please sign up on 

Facebook to follow the latest walks, talks and what will be taking place throughout the year.  

Laurie Kimsal continues to capture our Village with her amazing eye, photographing the ebb 

and flow of Mount Kisco through seasons in comparing photos of the past with the present.   

Trustee Farber reminded residents to check out our local Village Library for a huge 

array of activities for young and old on the MountKiscoLibrary.org website that are all free.   

Trustee Farber reported that the new pay stations when into effect today.  There will 

be Parking Enforcement Officers available to answer any questions on how they operate.   

Finally, Trustee Farber wished everyone a wonderful and healthy New Year, stay 

warm, and please take advantage of all the opportunities around us and continue to shop 

local. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated that he has been talking about the issue of addressing 

places that sell marijuana or drug paraphernalia.  He has spoken to the Village Attorney 

and he has advised him that in Westchester County, which governs our municipality, has a 

law that addresses and even prohibits drug paraphernalia being sold.  The Village Attorney 

has advised the Board that he believes that this legislation can be enforced on a local level 

here in Mount Kisco.   He is going to confirm that for us, together with a couple of other 

issues on this subject.  He will report back to us at our next meeting so that we can actually 

have a mechanism to do this through our Building Department and actually enforce the 

declaration that was applied and continues today in this legislation.   

Deputy Mayor Markus wished everyone a happy and healthy New Year.   

 

Mayor Cindrich reported that the Board met in a work session to discuss the 

Community Choice Aggregation Program, which is basically the ability for us to contract on 

behalf of the residents for an energy service corporation that may or may not be able to sell 

the electrical power at a reduced rate.  We are still reviewing the agreement that we would 

have to accept to make sure that it’s going to benefit the community.  It’s a very arduous 

task that we’ve undertaken.  We’ve spent an inordinate amount of time on this.  He did 

receive an email from the Supervisor from the Town of Bedford asking us to support and 

pass a resolution subject to the Village Attorney’s approval which we are not going to do at 

this time.  We are going to wait until we see the final agreement and we will act on it once 

we think that it is appropriate.  If we think that it is going to save the taxpayers money then 

we are going to approve the agreement, if we don’t think it is going to save the tax payers 

money obviously we won’t, but we are also going to protect the taxpayers from the 

intrusion of government to make sure that the opt out provision in this program is not 

cumbersome and that residents will have the ability to opt out at will if we do join in.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that he also had a conversation with the Bedford Supervisor 

regarding the Senior Nutrition Program that we currently provide at the Mount Kisco Senior 

Center to a number of Bedford residents.  The Village Manager has met twice with the 

Supervisor, he asked for an increased contribution from the Town of Bedford.  The Bedford 

Supervisor is going to be discussing the Village Manager’s request at their Town Board on 

January 19, 2016.  I would like the Board to join with me in asking Village Manager Brancati 

to take another look at the spread sheet that the former Village Manager prepared.   I want 

the spreadsheet to include the grant monies and subsidies that may be lost if we reduce the 

number of people that are taking part in this and then maybe we can come up with a 

different number to give to the Bedford Town Supervisor.  According to the Bedford 

Supervisor the Town of Bedford is choosing to opt out of the program because they can buy 

meals for under $5.00 per meal.  The Town of Bedford’s total contribution to the program is 

$20,000.  Village Manager Brancati is asking Bedford to contribute an additional $40,852.  

The Village Board agreed with Mayor Cindrich and asked the Village Manager to review the 

spreadsheet and the calculations.  I just don’t want the Village to short change ourselves if 

we are going to lose grant monies and subsidies based on reducing the numbers of 

participants. 

Mayor Cindrich reported that he had spent approximately 5 hours earlier today in a 

meeting with a professional planner who is part of the Laberge Group regarding the Master 
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Plan idea.  I think I laid out every challenge that we have in Mount Kisco to them.  It was a 

two fold meeting with the Laberge Group.  We met on the demise of the Police Station and 

then with the Master Plan Grant Application.  The people that I met with are extremely 

knowledgeable and they have some great ideas.  This is not a grant just to do a Master 

Plan, it’s a Cleaner Greener Communities Grant and we have to do certain things, i.e. green 

space for passive recreation, charging stations for the electric vehicles, LED lighting and 

other green initiatives to reduce greenhouse gases.  I think both meetings were very 

enlightening and something that we are going to continue to work on.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that there are still people out there that are willing to invest in 

this community and they are very excited about it.  There are a couple of proposals that 

hopefully will be coming before the Planning Board in the near future.  I can’t give you any 

more information on them because of proprietary issues and rights to the property.  But I’m 

bringing it up because people are excited about coming to Mount Kisco. 

Mayor Cindrich congratulated Eileen Polise, Kathy Lynch, Tim Moore, Lisa Abzun, Erin 

McDonald and Recreation Department Staff Members Joanne Aquilino and Gail Hall for 

organizing the Fun Run community building event that was held on January 1st in Leonard 

Park.   

Mayor Cindrich reported that the Planning Board has approved Modell’s (the former 

Borders) for a smaller permitted occupancy than the amount of square footage they actually 

wanted.  I think the company is going to do well in Mount Kisco and hopefully they are 

going to be committed to the Village of Mount Kisco and we should be committed to them as 

well.  I don’t know if construction plans have been submitted to the Building Department as 

of yet, but all approvals from the Planning Board have been done. 

Finally, Mayor Cindrich requested before the end of January that a meeting be held 

with the vacant store front property owners asking them if there was anything that the 

Village could do to help them market and fill their spaces.  Mayor Cindrich wished everyone 

in the Village a happy and healthy New Year and hoped that it would be a productive year.   

 

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Resolution authorizing the Planning Board to be the lead agency re: Zoning 

Petition for Radio City Ventures. 

This items was tabled. 

 

b. Resolution authorizing the purchase of DPW Vehicles. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to purchase the following vehicles in accordance with the Village’s vehicle 

replacement schedule and to seeing the Purchase Oder’s before they are actually verified, 

so that this Board can see them before they are actually funded and contracts signed: 

- Trackless MT6 series tractor   $110,093.00 

- 624K Loader      $178,786.27 

- Backhoe Loader 410L    $106,985.28 

- Senior Bus 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Nay 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

 

7) New Business:   

a. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the Westchester County 

Snow and Ice Agreement. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

authorizing the Village Manager to sign the Westchester County Snow and Ice Agreement for 

October 1, 2015 through September 30, 2020; all in favor.  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

 

b. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to retain the service of Jim 

Nordgren re: Natural Resources Inventory Project. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus to authorize the Village Manager to retain the services of Jim Nordgren for 

the purposes of creating a Natural Resources Inventory for the Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

for a cost not to exceed $3,000; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 
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Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

 

c. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the Revocable License 

Agreement for 203 Lexington Avenue. 

This item was tabled. 

 

d. Resolution authorizing amendment to Fee Schedule. 

This item was tabled. 

 

e. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the Kellard Sessions 2016 

Planning Service Agreement. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Farber authorizing the Village Manager to sign the Kellard Sessions 2016 Planning Service 

Agreement dated January 1, 2016; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

 

8) Bills – 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to pay the bills as presented to the Board dated 12/31/2015, all in favor. 

General Fund      $     81,276.60 

Water Fund             17,155.25 

  Sewer Fund              5,216.02 

  Library Fund              4,681.40 

Trust Fund              9,068.75 

    TOTAL   $    117,398.02 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

 

9)      Approval of Minutes –  

 Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes of December 22, 2015 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Farber approving the minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes of December 22, 

2015, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business:  None. 

 

11) Public Comment:  None. 

 

Meeting closed at 10:10 pm. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

      Edward W. Brancati 

      Village Manager 


